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Learning a foreign language broadens horizons, breaks down barriers of insularity, and offers a vital gateway to other cultures. A high-quality
languages education should inspire curiosity, deepen pupils’ understanding of the world, and enable them to express their ideas in another
language. It should also equip them to listen, understand, and respond to others—both verbally and in writing.

The study of a foreign language offers pupils rich educational, social, and cultural experiences by:

e Giving them opportunities to communicate for practical purposes in the wider world.

e Building a foundation for future language learning beyond KS2, preparing them to study and work in other countries.
e Providing access to other cultures, broadening their experiences and aspirations.

e Offering new perspectives, helping them to reflect on their own culture as well as that of others.

At Wembury Primary, we teach French and actively promote the learning of Modern Foreign Languages across the curriculum at every key stage.

Key Stage 1

Although the teaching of foreign languages is non-statutory at KS1, we encourage positive experiences through songs, rhymes, poems, and word
games. These activities are particularly valuable when they allow pupils from different cultural or linguistic backgrounds to share their heritage
with their peers. Early exposure to other languages stimulates curiosity and nurtures an interest in the wider world.

Key Stage 2
The statutory phase of language learning begins at KS2 and spans four years. At Wembury Primary, we are committed to meeting the aims and
learning outcomes of the National Curriculum for Languages. We ensure that all pupils at KS2:

e Develop interest in the language and cultures of other countries.

e Build practical communication skills by understanding and responding to spoken and written language.
e Make significant progress in one language, with opportunities to explore others.

e Gain an understanding of grammar appropriate to the language studied.

e Make connections between grammar in English and the target language.

e Acquire a strong foundation for further language study at KS3.

Curriculum intent
We teach our children French to generate a fascination for words and how language works, a wider curiosity about the people and cultures of
French-speaking countries and the foundational knowledge to support confident communication in French.




Essential Knowledge
We teach three core strands of essential knowledge:
1. Phonics — the key components of the sound-writing relationship

2. Vocabulary — a set of the most frequently used words

3. Grammar — the essential building blocks required to create simple sentences independently (including gender of nouns, singular and plural
forms, adjectives (place and agreement), and the conjugation of key verbs)

Our French curriculum is designed to enable our children to:
e Develop linguistic and communicative competence

e Extend their knowledge of how language works

e Explore similarities and differences between French, any heritage languages our children have, and English

The teaching of a foreign language to every child in KS2 is a statutory requirement, as set out in the National Curriculum Programmes of Study
(2014). In line with the NC PoS, our children learn to:
e Listen and show understanding by joining in and responding

e Link the sound, spelling and meaning of words

e Read aloud with accurate pronunciation

e Read and show understanding of phrases and simple texts
e Speakin sentences

e Describe people, places, things in speech and writing

e Ask and answer questions

e Express opinions

e  Write phrases from memory

e Adapt phrases to create new sentences

e Use adictionary

Our children also learn key cultural and country-specific knowledge. For example, by the end of KS2, our children:
e can name and locate on a map countries where French is spoken.
e know the key geographical features of France, including continent, surrounding seas and oceans, main mountains and rivers, capital city.

e know the name and some detail about at least one festival or tradition from France.
e know at least one typical food from France.
e take partin a cultural experience (eating French food/ working with our French partner school.)




Wembury Primary School teaching overview
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Quality First Marking and Feedback Whole Class Feedback Unit Assessments Tracking Progress Over time

Next step marking Self & Peer-Assessment Pupil Conferencing Moderation

Our curriculum has
an ambition of
high expectations

for all. Pupils are
Creative,
Competent,
Independent
Orators and
Writers — with
each child finding
his/her own voice
which impacts on
progress across
the curriculum.

Our Modern Foreign Languages curriculum enables pupils at Wembury Primary to make strong and sustained progress in
French. Learning is carefully sequenced so that children continually build on prior knowledge, creating a clear and coherent
learning journey evidenced in their MFL books. Regular, purposeful feedback encourages pupils to aim high, with the majority
remaining on track to achieve their full potential. High-quality provision is assured through ongoing monitoring, including
lesson observations, pupil conferencing, and book scrutiny, ensuring consistently strong teaching and learning across the
school.

The curriculum develops a secure understanding of the key building blocks of language learning—phonics, vocabulary and
grammar—whilst giving pupils meaningful opportunities to apply these skills in real-life contexts. Links with our French partner
school further enrich their experiences, strengthening cultural awareness and relevance.

By the time children leave Wembury Primary, they are well-prepared for the next stage of their education, with a solid
foundation in French and transferable language-learning skills. From EYFS through to the end of Key Stage 2, pupils develop
resilience, curiosity, and independence, ensuring they approach KS3 as confident linguists, ready to embrace the challenges

and opportunities of further Modern Foreign Language study.




