
Why is 
reading 
important?



Welcome to our
Early Reading 
workshop
09/10/25



Teach a child to read and keep that child reading 
and we will change everything.

And I mean everything.

Jeanette Winterson



Today’s 
take away

Supporting your child in becoming a reader is 

the greatest gift you can give them to develop 

greater self-esteem and to understand the 

world they live in.



Agenda of 
the 
workshop

Understanding the physiological aspect of reading

The principles of the Read Write Inc scheme of work

Set 1 sounds

RWI as our scheme of work

Practising at home



Understanding the physiological aspect of reading



Why children 
need to read

automaticity new pathways
https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/units/85



The principles of the Read Write Inc 

scheme of work



Learning to read music



Learning to read music
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Reasons 
for using 
Read Write 
Inc

 Tailored to all pupils’ abilities.

 Focused on developing fluency of reading to develop 

the children’s confidence.

 Overlearning and repetition are key to make sure that 

the reading and spelling strategies stick.

 Whole-school approach towards the same goal: every 

child a reader.



Daily 
routine

 The children have been streamed across the infant 

classes according to the latest Read Write Inc

assessment.

 They are working in smaller groups.

 The groups are reshaped according to the children’s 

progress on a six-week basis.

 The books that the children are taking home are 

changed by the Read Write Inc group lead and many 

of the words have been rehearsed in class several 

times.

 The children will be expected to bring their reading 

folder and home-school diary every day to school.



Termly 
assessment

• Read selected speed sounds. 

• Sound out and blend real words and “nonsense" words.

• Read sight words, working them out in their heads if needed. 

• Read a timed passage to check for reading speed

and accuracy.



Set 1 sounds



What is phonics?

 Sounds (graphemes)

demonstrate, containing, roamed, trivial, injured, 
whimper



Some codes are easier than others

English 

44 speech sounds

26 letters 

150+ graphemes

Spanish

24 speech sounds

26 letters 

29 graphemes



The simple code: Set 1 and 2 sounds



The complex code: Set 3 sounds



Speed Sounds Set 1



Pure Sounds (ruthmiskin.com)



Name the pictures



Teach something new…review, review 
review!



Speedy sounds + Fred = decoding



Virtual Classroom Set 1 sounds



Virtual Classroom Pinny time



Teaching a Set 1 sound



Pupil pathways



Practice at home



How do I use the Virtual Classroom?

1. Set aside 10 minutes to watch a film with your child 
each day.

2. Find a quiet space for your child to watch the film on 
a laptop or tablet.

3. Praise your child as they join in with the lesson –
make it fun!

 The more they practise using these films, the quicker 
they’ll learn to read.



Practice at home



Teaching letter formation



What can I do?

1. Use pure sounds rather than letter names.

2. Teach the picture names.

3. Practise reading sounds speedily.

4. Watch the Virtual Classroom films together.

5. Use the handwriting phrases to practise writing.



ruthmiskin.com



Online resources available

 Ruth Miskin Families Page:

 https://www.ruthmiskin.com/parentsandcarers/

 Ruth Miskin Facebook:

 https://www.facebook.com/miskin.education

 Free e-books for home reading:

 http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Reading/

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/parentsandcarers/
https://www.facebook.com/miskin.education
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Reading/


Parents carers and families webpage



Any questions?



Thank you for coming 
and 

happy reading.


