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This term, children will be exploring the topic Me and My Community. Our project supports children as they settle into school life, learn new routines, build friendships and develop a sense of belonging within our class and wider school community. Children will explore what makes them unique and special, learn about their families and discover how communities help and support us.

Throughout the term, we will learn about people who help us, including emergency services and other important community members. We will also explore how we can be kind, thoughtful and helpful to others at home and at school.

Children will take part in a variety of creative activities, including self-portraits, friendship rainbows, role play, music, poetry and construction challenges. We will also celebrate Harvest, learning about where food comes from and why people give thanks during this season.
Planning in EYFS is a possible line of direction; ideas and planning may change in response to children’s needs and interests.
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This term's focus is helping children feel happy, safe and confident in school. Through stories, circle times, class discussions and the Jigsaw programme, children will learn about:

· Making friendships and working together
· Understanding and managing feelings
· Being kind and using gentle hands
· Belonging to our school community
· Rights and responsibilities
· Celebrating what makes us unique

Children will work together to create a class charter and develop a positive understanding of how we can help each other learn and thrive.
	Prime Area: Physical Development (PD)
Physical development is incredibly important in EYFS, as strong gross and fine motor skills provide the foundations for learning, independence and successful writing. Children need to develop strength in their shoulders, arms and core muscles before they can control a pencil effectively.

Through PE, outdoor play, balancing, climbing and ball games, children will strengthen their gross motor skills. They will also take part in activities such as threading, dough gym, cutting and mark making to develop their fine motor skills.

Developing these skills helps children build hand strength, improve pencil grip and control, and gain the stamina needed for writing. Daily opportunities to practise both gross and fine motor movements will support children in becoming confident, independent learners.
	Prime Area: Communication and Language (CL)
Communication and language is at the heart of everything we do in Reception. As children settle into school, they will develop their speaking and listening skills through stories, role play, circle times and discussions about families, friendships and people who help us. Children will be encouraged to share their ideas, experiences and feelings, helping them to build confidence, form positive relationships and become effective communicators. We will also explicitly teach key vocabulary and support pronunciation and speech development throughout the term.

Key Vocabulary: ready, respectful, safe, family, friend, community, kind, share, help, feelings, happy, lonely, different, same, together and school.

	[image: ]Maths
This term we will continue to follow the NCETM Mastering Number programme, focusing on developing a deep understanding of number through practical, hands-on experiences. Children will learn to confidently count, recognise and subitise groups of up to 3 -5 objects, understand the "how many" in a group, compare quantities using language such as more and fewer, and explore how numbers can be made up of smaller numbers. Children will also begin to recognise patterns and develop confidence using mathematical language through games, songs and play-based activities.

Key Vocabulary: count, number, more, fewer, same, equal, altogether, group, pattern, compare and subitise.
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This term, children will begin daily Read Write Inc. phonics lessons. They will be introduced to new sounds and learn how to recognise, say and write them correctly. Alongside learning sounds, we place a strong emphasis on developing correct pencil grip, letter formation and posture, helping children to build the foundations needed for successful writing.

As children's phonics knowledge develops, they will begin blending sounds together to read simple CVC (Consonant-Vowel-Consonant) words such as cat, pin and dog. Children will also start to use their sounds when attempting early writing, helping them to become confident readers and writers.

Key Vocabulary: sound, letter, phonics, blend, read, write, Fred Talk, CVC, pencil grip and letter formation.
	Literacy
This term, children will begin their literacy journey through a language-rich environment filled with stories, rhymes, songs and meaningful conversations. We will enjoy a range of high-quality texts linked to our topic Me and My Community, including stories about families, friendships, starting school and people who help us.

As part of our daily Read Write Inc. phonics sessions, children will begin learning Set 1 sounds and develop their early reading and writing skills. They will practise recognising sounds, blending sounds to read words, writing their name and giving meaning to their marks through drawing and early writing. Children will also build their vocabulary through stories, role play and class discussions.

Key Vocabulary: family, friend, share, kind, lonely, grow, change, help, safe, emergency and community

	How You Can Support Your Child at Home
· Please continue to read with your child, we recommend at least three times each week.
· If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the class teacher via ClassDojo or email EYFS@wembury-primary.devon.sch.uk .
	My Child’s Timetable
· Library Day will be Monday – please ensure books are returned to school on Friday.
· PE will be on Wednesday, please remember to bring in your child’s PE kit.
· Outdoor Learning will continue to take place on a Friday.
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